
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Have a Nice Day! 

 

     The other day I was sitting at my computer wondering what I should tell you for the 

homily at Mass this morning. Then the thought came to me that I was really in a rut. I 

have always kept telling you that you have do this! And you have to avoid that! Don’t 

do this. And don’t do that.  

     I don’t think that is the way that Jesus would preach to you. No, He would say - do 

good and avoid evil!! And I think that He would also add that you should enjoy 

yourself. After all, He does want you to enjoy life. 

     This thought reminded me how we are always putting off some of the things that 

bring joy and happiness into our lives. It seems that we no longer have room for joy in 

our lives. There just is no time for joy on our very tight schedules. We are so rigid and 

so afraid to depart from our daily routine.  

     I wondered how many men who worked down near the WTC on 9/11 took time to 

kiss their wives before they headed off to work that fatal day? And how many women 

are there who refuse to go out for supper because they have already made the salad? 

Isn’t that what refrigerators are for? And then there is our diet. We say, eat sparingly! 

And not so often!! 

   That’s great. I remember how last week I had the urge for a Blizzard even though the 

doctor said that I should go easy on the ice cream. Well, I went down to Dairy Queen. 

And I had a medium-sized Oreo blizzard. It was AWESOME!! And, if on the drive 

home my car had been run over by a train, well, that would have been OK. I would 

have died with a song in my heart and a smile on my face. And I don’t think that Jesus 

would have been too hard on me either. 

     Have you noticed we are always putting things off? We tell ourselves that we will be 

going to daily Mass one of these days as soon as little Oscar is toilet trained. Or, we will 

entertain more guests once we get a new carpet for the living room. Or, I will take the 

‘pride of my life’ on a second honeymoon once the children get out of college. 

     Well, as we get older and older the days get shorter and shorter. And the list of all 

our promises get longer and longer. Don’t you think that it is time that we learn to say, I 

am really going to do something. Not some day…but now? 
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     And so, what is my advice to you this morning? Have a nice day!! Do something that 

you really want to. Forget your ‘should’ list. What are you waiting for? Enjoy life like 

the grandchildren that you are baby sitting all the time. Hear the music before the song 

is over. 

     My message for you today is: have a great day and be sure to invite Jesus along with 

you. 


